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My Favorites

CEC 49422. Supervisor of Health

(a) No physician, psychiatrist, oculist, dentist, dental hygienist, optometrist, otologist, podiatrist, audiologist, or nurse not employed in that capacity by the State Department of Health Services, shall be, nor shall any other person be, employed or permitted to supervise the health and physical development of pupils unless he or she holds a services credential with a specialization in health or a valid credential issued prior to the operative date of Section 25 of Chapter 557 of the Statutes of 1990.

49400. Diligent Care

The governing board of any school district shall give diligent care to the health and physical development of pupils, and may employ properly certified persons for the work.

49427 School District maintain fundamental school health services
  (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the governing board of each school district and each county superintendent of schools maintain fundamental school health services at a level that is adequate to accomplish all of the following:

   (1) Preserve pupils' ability to learn.

   (2) Fulfill existing state requirements and policies regarding pupils' health.

   (3) Contain health care costs through preventive programs and education.

   (b) The Legislature finds and declares that the provision of these services may be in jeopardy due to the current caseloads in the public schools, and that failure to maintain adequate health services and standards will result in pupils' poorer health and ability to learn.

49423.5. SPHCs

  (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 49422, any individual with exceptional needs who requires specialized physical health care services, during the regular school day, may be assisted by the following individuals:

   (1) Qualified persons who possess an appropriate credential issued pursuant to Section 44267, or hold a valid certificate of public health nursing issued by the State Department of Health Services; or

   (2) Qualified designated school personnel trained in the administration of specialized physical health care provided they perform such services under the supervision of a school nurse, public health nurse, or licensed physician and surgeon.

56324.  Health Assessments of Pupils

   (b) Any health assessment of pupils shall be made in accordance with Section 56320 and shall be conducted by a credentialed school nurse or physician who is trained and prepared to assess cultural and ethnic factors appropriate to the pupil being assessed.

  TITLE 5. Education

     Division 1. State Department of Education

         Chapter 3. Handicapped Children

             Subchapter 1. Special Education

                 Article 5. Implementation (Program Components)

§3051.12. Health and Nursing Services. Supervision

   2. “Qualified” for the designated school personnel shall mean trained in the procedures to a level of competence and safety which meets the objectives of the training as provided by the school nurse, public health nurse, licensed physician and surgeon, or other programs which provide the training.

(D) Supervision means review, observation, and/or instruction of a designated school person's performance and of physical health care services, but does not necessarily require the immediate presence of the supervisor at all times.

   1. Immediate supervision means that the supervisor shall be physically present while a procedure is being administered.

   2. Direct supervision means that the supervisor shall be present in the same building as the person being supervised and available for consultation and/or assistance.

   3. Indirect supervision means that the supervisor shall be available to the qualified designated school person either in person or through electronic means to provide necessary instruction, consultation, and referral to appropriate care and services as needed. Supervision of designated school persons shall include review on-site by a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, or qualified licensed physician and surgeon. Supervision shall also include review of the competence of that individual in performing the specialized health care service, maintenance of appropriate records, physical environment, and equipment.

D) In accordance with Education Code Section 49423.5(a)(2), a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, or qualified licensed physician and surgeon responsible for supervising the physical health care of an individual with exceptional needs in the school setting shall:

    1.Coordinate the health care services to the individuals with exceptional needs on the school site.

   2.Consult with appropriate personnel regarding management of health care services for individuals with exceptional needs.

    3.Make appropriate referrals and maintain communication with health agencies providing care to individuals with exceptional needs.

   4.Maintain or review licensed physician and surgeon and parent requests and daily documentation records.

Vision

California Education Code

49452. 

 The governing board of any school district shall, subject to Section 49451, provide for the testing of the sight and hearing of each pupil enrolled in the schools of the district.  The test shall be adequate in nature and shall be given only by duly qualified supervisors of health employed by the district; or by certificated employees of the district or of the county superintendent of schools who possess the qualifications prescribed by the Commission for Teacher Preparation and Licensing; or by contract with an agency duly authorized to perform those services by the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the district is located, under guidelines established by the State Board of Education; or accredited schools or colleges of optometry, osteopathic medicine, or medicine.  The records of the tests shall serve as evidence of the need of the pupils for the educational facilities provided physically handicapped individuals.  The equipment necessary to conduct the tests may be purchased or rented by governing boards of school districts.  The state, any agency, or political subdivision thereof may sell or rent any such equipment owned by it to the governing board of any school district upon terms as may be mutually agreeable.

49455.

  Upon first enrollment in a California school district of a child at a California elementary school, and at least every third year thereafter until the child has completed the eighth grade, the child's vision shall be appraised by the school nurse or other authorized person under Section 49452. This evaluation shall include tests for visual acuity and color vision; however, color vision shall be appraised once and only on male children, and the results of the appraisal shall be entered in the health record of the pupil.  Color vision appraisal need not begin until the male pupil has reached the first grade.  Gross external observation of the child's eyes, visual performance, and perception shall be done by the school nurse and the classroom teacher.  The evaluation may be waived, if the child's parents so desire, by their presenting of a certificate from a physician and surgeon or an optometrist setting out the results of a determination of the child's vision, including visual acuity and

color vision.

   The provisions of this section shall not apply to any child whose parents or guardian file with the principal of the school in which the child is enrolling, a statement in writing that they adhere to the faith or teachings of any well-recognized religious sect, denomination, or organization and in accordance with its creed, tenets, or principles depend for healing upon prayer in the practice of their religion.

California Code of Regulations

TITLE 5. Education

     Division 1. State Department of Education

         Chapter 2. Pupils

             Subchapter 3. Health and Safety of Pupils

                 Article 4. Vision Screening

§591. Employees Authorized to Give Tests.   

    An employee of the governing board or of the county superintendent who may be required or permitted to give vision tests pursuant to Education Code Section 49452 to pupils enrolled in the district is one of the following:

    (a) A physician, ophthalmologist, optometrist, or nurse who holds both:

    (1) A certificate of registration from the appropriate California board or agency.

    (2) A health and development credential or a standard designated service credential with a specialization in health. Such an employee is a “qualified supervisor of health” as used in this article and in Education Code Section 49452.

    (b) Any other employee of the school district or of the county superintendent of schools who holds a teaching credential issued by the State Board and who has filed with the employing school district or county superintendent of schools, as the case may be, one of the following documents:

    (1) A statement from a qualified supervisor of health that the employee has satisfactorily completed an acceptable course of in-service training in techniques and procedures in vision screening of at least six clock hours given by the qualified supervisor of health making the statement and that the employee is qualified to administer vision tests to pupils.

    (2) A transcript from an accredited college or university evidencing that the employee has successfully completed an acceptable course in vision screening of at least one semester unit.

§592. Acceptable Course in Vision Screening.

An acceptable course in vision screening is one that provides the following:

(a) Basic knowledge of the structure, normal development, and function of the eye and common anomalies of vision and factors influencing visual performance.

(b) Basic knowledge of signs and symptoms suggesting eye difficulty.

(c) Techniques and procedures in administering Snellen and color vision tests. Such techniques and procedures shall include training in the following:

    (1) Establishing tests rapport with pupils.

    (2) Seating of pupil and placing of equipment.

    (3) Providing adequate lighting conditions for the testing situation.

    (4) Recording test results.

    (5) Referring pupils in need of follow-up.

(d) Practice in administering Snellen and color vision tests under the supervision of a qualified supervisor of health.

§593. Responsibility as to Eligibility.

Each school district and county superintendent of schools shall determine and be responsible for the eligibility of personnel employed or permitted by the district or county superintendent of schools to administer eye screening tests or to conduct inservice training programs in techniques and procedures in administering such tests.
§594. Examination of Visual Acuity.

The following definitions shall apply to terms used in Education Code Section 49452. The examination of visual acuity shall mean a test for visual acuity at the far point. This shall be conducted by means of the Snellen Test. Conduct of the test and the testing environment shall conform to procedures and settings described in the most recent edition of “A Guide for Vision Testing in California Public Schools.” Test failure for the initial vision test shall be defined as follows:

(a) For children under six years of age: Vision acuity of 20/50 or worse. The designation 20/50 or worse indicates the inability to identify accurately the majority of letters or symbols on the 40-foot line of the test chart at a distance of 20 feet.

(b) For children six years of age or older: Visual acuity of 20/40 or worse. This means the inability to identify the majority of letters or symbols on 30-foot line of the chart.

(c) For all children: A difference of visual acuity between the two eyes of two lines on the Snellen Chart. This means, for example, visual acuity of 20/20 in one eye and 20/40 in the other or 20/30 in one eye and 20/50 in the other. Following failure of the initial vision acuity screening test, a reevaluation shall be accomplished prior to referral for definitive professional evaluation. This reevaluation shall be done by persons authorized to give tests as per Section 591(a) of this Article.

 §595. Examination of Color Vision.


The examination of color vision as used in Education Code Section 49452 shall mean a test employing pseudoisochromatic plates. Procedures and criteria of failure as described by the  manufacturer shall be used.
  
§596. Gross External Observation of the Children's Eyes, Visual Performance and Perception.

    Gross external observation of the children's eyes, visual performance and perception, as used in Education Code Section 49452 shall mean continuous observation by teachers of the appearance, behavior and complaints of pupils that might indicate vision problems. Also, periodic investigation where pupils' school performance begins to give evidence that existence of the problem might be caused by a visual difficulty. Such an evaluation shall be done in consultation with the school nurse.

  TITLE 5. Education (California Code of Regulations)

     Division 1. State Department of Education

         Chapter 3. Handicapped Children

             Subchapter 1. Special Education

                 Article 3. Identification, Referral, and Assessment

§3027. Hearing and Vision Screening.

   All pupils being assessed for initial and three-year review for special education services shall have had a hearing and vision screening, unless parental permission was denied.

Scoliosis

California Education Code

49452.5.

  The governing board of any school district shall, subject to Section 49451 and in addition to the physical examinations required pursuant to Sections 100275, 124035, and 124090 of the Health and Safety Code, provide for the screening of every female pupil in grade 7 and every male pupil in grade 8 for the condition known as scoliosis.  The screening shall be in accord with standards established by the State Department of Education.  The screening shall be supervised only by qualified supervisors of health as specified in Sections 44871 to 44878, inclusive, and Section 49422, or by school nurses employed by the district or the county superintendent of schools, or pursuant to contract with an agency authorized to perform these services by the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the district is located pursuant to Sections 1750 to 1754, inclusive, and Section 49402 of this code, Section 101425 of the Health and Safety Code, and guidelines established by the State Board of Education.  The screening shall be given only by individuals who supervise, or who are eligible to supervise, the screening, or licensed chiropractors, or by certificated employees of the district or of the county superintendent of schools who have received in-service training, pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the State Board of Education, to qualify them to perform these screenings.  It is the intent of the Legislature that these screenings be performed, at no additional cost to the state, the school district, or the parent or guardian, during the regular school day and that any staff time devoted to these activities be redirected from other ongoing activities not related to the pupil's health care.

   In-service training may be conducted by orthopedic surgeons, physicians, registered nurses, physical therapists, and chiropractors, who have received specialized training in scoliosis detection.

   Pupils suspected of having scoliosis during the initial screening shall be rescreened by an orthopedic surgeon when there will be no cost to the state, the school district, or the parent or guardian.

   No person screening pupils for scoliosis pursuant to this section shall solicit, encourage, or advise treatment or consultation by that person, or any entity in which that person has a financial interest, for scoliosis or any other condition discovered in the course of the screening.

   The governing board of any school district shall provide for the notification of the parent or guardian of any pupil suspected of having scoliosis.  The notification shall include an explanation of scoliosis, the significance of treating it at an early age, and the public services available, after diagnosis, for treatment.  Referral of the pupil and the pupil's parent or guardian to appropriate community resources shall be made pursuant to Sections 49426 and 49456.

   No action of any kind in any court of competent jurisdiction shall lie against any individual, authorized by this section to supervise or give a screening, by virtue of this section. 

   In enacting amendments to this section, it is the intent of the Legislature that no participating healing arts licentiate use the screening program for the generation of referrals or for his or her financial benefit.  The Legislature does not intend to deny or limit the freedom of choice in the selection of an appropriate health care provider for treatment or consultation.

Hearing

California Education Code

School District Responsibility

49450.

  The governing board of any school district shall make such rules for the examination of the pupils in the public schools under its jurisdiction as will insure proper care of the pupils and proper secrecy in connection with any defect noted by the supervisor of health or his assistant and may tend to the correction of the physical defect.

 49452.

  The governing board of any school district shall, subject to Section 49451, provide for the testing of the sight and hearing of each pupil enrolled in the schools of the district.  The test shall be adequate in nature and shall be given only by duly qualified supervisors of health employed by the district; or by certificated employees of the district or of the county superintendent of schools who possess the qualifications prescribed by the Commission for Teacher Preparation and Licensing; or by contract with an agency duly authorized to perform those services by the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the district is located, under guidelines established by the State Board of Education; or accredited schools or colleges of optometry, osteopathic medicine, or medicine.   The records of the tests shall serve as evidence of the need of the pupils for the educational facilities provided physically handicapped individuals.  The equipment necessary to conduct the tests may be purchased or rented by governing boards of school districts.  The state, any agency, or political subdivision thereof may sell or rent any such equipment owned by it to the governing board of any school district upon terms as may be mutually agreeable.
44879. Qualification for an Auiometrist
  The qualifications for an audiometrist working under the direction of health services personnel pursuant to Section 49420 shall be a valid certificate or license issued by, or valid registration with, the California state agency authorized by law to issue the certificate or license, or to effect the registration, required for performance of the service. as may be mutually agreeable. 

 TITLE 17. Public Health  (California Code of Regulations)

     Division 1. State Department of Health Services

         Chapter 4. Preventive Medical Service

             Subchapter 3. Services for Physically Handicapped Children

                 Group 2. Registration as School Audiometrists

                     Article 1. General

§2951. Testing Standards.   

Schools conducting hearing testing shall comply with the following criteria:

(a) Equipment.

(1) Hearing threshold tests.

 (A) Pure tone audiometers used for testing of hearing thresholds shall be those manufactured to  meet or exceed specifications for wide range or limited range audiometers as defined by American  National Standards Institute (ANSI) Specification Section 3.6-1969, Subsection 2.1.1 (published in1969) and shall be maintained to meet such specifications. Such audiometers shall be designed to  operate from alternating current supply voltages and meet the stability standards defined in Subsection 4.6 of American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Section 3.6-1969 Specifications.

    (2) Hearing screening test.

   (A) Pure tone audiometers used for hearing screening tests shall be those manufactured to meet or  exceed specifications for wide range audiometers or limited range audiometers as defined by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Section 3.6-1969, Subsections 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 and shall be maintained to meet such specifications.

  (B) Pure tone audiometers used for hearing screening tests shall not be battery powered.   Audiometers in use on the effective date of the amendment to the regulations may be utilized until  they no longer meet American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Section 3.6-1969 Specifications,   Subsections 1 through 4.9.2.

    (3) Care of equipment.

    (A) Audiometric testing personnel shall be trained in the proper care of the testing equipment.

 (B) Biological checks.

Audiometric testing personnel shall maintain continuous surveillance of the audiometer used, by  performing biological checks as follows:  

   1. Daily. A brief biological check of the audiometer shall be made each day the audiometer is in use.   The check shall consist of testing each earphone on a person with stable audiometric thresholds that   do not exceed 25 decibel hearing level at any frequency tested between 500 Hertz and 4000 Hertz   and comparing the test results with the subject's baseline audiogram. The subject may be the   audiometrist.

    2. Monthly. A detailed biological check of the audiometer which includes a careful listening test of    earphones to insure that the audiometer displays no evidence of

    a. Cross talk;

    b. Signal distortion;

    c. Transient clicks;

    d. Abnormal noise; or,

    e. Intermittent signal.

    (C) Calibration.

   1. An electroacoustic calibration check of audiometers shall be made at least every 12 months, or    more frequently if indicated by the biological checks, and meet or exceed the specifications outlined  in Subsections 1 through 4.9.2., American National Standards for Audiometers, published by the  American National Standards Institute (ANSI), Inc. (published in 1969).

    2. A calibration chart, showing proof of performance, shall be kept with the audiometer.

    (b) Test environment.

   (1) For audiometric threshold testing and screening testing, the environmental noise level shall not   exceed 41.5 decibel sound pressure level in the 500 Hertz band, 49.5 decibel sound pressure level in   the 1000 Hertz band, and 54.5 decibel sound pressure level in the 2000 Hertz band, and 62 decibel   sound pressure level in the 4000 Hertz band; or,

   (2) The test environment shall be considered adequate if the noise levels do not cause a threshold   shift greater than 10 decibels at those frequencies which must be included in a pure tone conduction   threshold test. This procedure may be performed on the audiometris.

    (c) Testing procedures.

   (1) Each pupil shall be given a hearing screening test in kindergarten or first grade and in second, fifth, eighth, tenth or eleventh grade and first entry into the California public school system.

   (A) A school district may request a waiver of the hearing screening test for tenth and/or eleventh   grade pupils once each school year. The request for a waiver must be in writing and addressed to   the State Department of Health Services, Hearing Conservation Specialist. The waiver request must   include the dates of the school year for which the waiver is requested and an alternative testing plan   that will insure that each pupil at risk of hearing loss will receive testing services. Pupils at risk of   hearing loss are: those exposed to loud noises, including loud music; pupils that have been referred   for testing by a parent or teacher; repeat tests for those pupils for whom there was a previously   documented problem, pupils who have not had a hearing test for three years; and any pupil who has   enrolled for the first time in the school district. An approved waiver of the hearing screening test   does not exempt a school district from reporting requirements contained in Section 2951, (e).

   (B) Each pupil enrolled in a special education program (as described in Section 56001 of the Education Code), other than those pupils enrolled for a hearing problem, shall be given a hearing test  when enrolled in the program and every third year thereafter. Hearing tests may be given more frequently as needed, based on the individual education program team's evaluation of each individual  pupil.

 (2) Pure tone audiometric screening tests shall be conducted at a level not to exceed 25 decibels and shall include the frequencies 1000, 2000 and 4000 Hertz. A pupil's failure to respond to any of the required frequencies constitutes a failure of the screening test. Individual tests may be used for   pupils of all ages. Group tests may only be used for pupils who demonstrate reliable results.

 (3) Pure tone air conduction threshold tests shall include the frequencies 500, 1000, 2000 and 4000 Hertz and shall be given to:

(A) All pupils who fail the screening tests;

(B) All pupils who are to be considered for further audiological or otological evaluation.

   (d) Referral. The schools shall provide the parents or guardians of children who fail the hearing tests  with a written notification of the test results and recommend that a medical and audiological evaluation be obtained whenever the test demonstrates:

(1) A hearing level of 30 decibels or greater for two or more frequencies in an ear at 500, 1000,   2000 or 4000 Hertz, or a hearing level of 40 decibels or greater for one of the frequencies tested,   500 through 4000 Hertz, on two threshold tests completed at an interval of at least two weeks; or

(2) There is evidence of pathology, such as an infection of the outer ear, chronic drainage, or a   chronic earache.

    (e) Reporting results.

(1) Dates and results of all screening hearing testing shall be recorded on each pupil's health record.   Copies of all threshold tests shall be filed with the pupil's health records.

   (2) Each school shall prepare an annual report of the school hearing testing program using Annual Report of Hearing Testing forms, PM 100, provided by the State Department of Health Services   with copies to the district superintendent and the county superintendent of schools.

  TITLE 5. Education (California Code of Regulations)

     Division 1. State Department of Education

         Chapter 3. Handicapped Children

             Subchapter 1. Special Education

                 Article 3. Identification, Referral, and Assessment

§3027. Hearing and Vision Screening.

   All pupils being assessed for initial and three-year review for special education services shall have had a hearing and vision screening, unless parental permission was denied.

§3028. Audiological Assessment.

   All pupils continuing to fail a threshold hearing test shall be assessed by a licensed or credentialed  audiologist and such assessment shall be a part of the assessment plan.

Specialized Physical Health Care Procedures (SPHCs)

California Education Code

49422. 

(a) No physician, psychiatrist, oculist, dentist, dental hygienist, optometrist, otologist, podiatrist, audiologist, or nurse not employed in that capacity by the State Department of Health Services, shall be, nor shall any other person be, employed or permitted to supervise the health and physical development of pupils unless he or she holds a services credential with a specialization in health or a valid credential issued prior to the operative date of Section 25 of Chapter 557 of the Statutes of 1990.

   (b) Any psychologist employed pursuant to Section 49400 and this article shall hold a school psychologist credential, a general pupil personnel services credential authorizing service as a school psychologist, a standard designated services credential with a specialization in pupil personnel services authorizing service as a psychologist, or a services credential issued by the State Board of Education or Commission on Teacher Credentialing.

   (c) The services credential with a specialization in health authorizing service as a school nurse shall not authorize teaching services unless the holder also completes the requirements for a special class authorization in health in a program that is approved by the commission.

   (d) No physician employed by a district to perform medical services pursuant to Section 44873, who meets the requirements of that section, shall be required to hold a credential issued by the

State Board of Education or commission.

   (e) (1) Notwithstanding Section 2910 of the Business and Professions Code, no person who is an employee of a school district shall administer psychological tests or engage in other psychological activities involving the application of psychological principles, methods, or procedures unless at least one of the following applies:

(A) The person holds a valid and current credential as a school psychologist issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing that permits the holder to administer psychological testing to, or engage in psychological activities with, pupils.

(B) Psychological assistants or school psychology interns perform the testing or activities under the supervision of a person who holds a credential described in subparagraph (A).

(C) This section does not preclude appropriately credentialed school personnel including, but not limited to, holders of a pupil personnel services credential, health services credential, or special education personnel, from performing the duties consistent with the training standards established by the Commission on Teacher

Credentialing for the credential held.

 (2) The application of these principles and methods includes, but is not restricted to, procedures on interviewing, psychoeducational assessment, diagnosis of specific learning and behavioral disabilities, and amelioration of learning and behavioral problems of individuals or groups.

   (3) The person conducting a test or other assessment shall be qualified in accordance with the requirements established by the producer of the assessment instrument and shall follow all ethical requirements for the use of the test or assessment as prescribed by the appropriate professional organization.

   (f) This section shall not be construed to affect any lawfully contracted mental health professional licensed pursuant to Division 2 (commencing with Section 500) of the Business and Professions Code

from performing services within the scope of his or her employment.

49423.

  Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 49422, any pupil who is required to take, during the regular school day, medication prescribed for him by a physician, may be assisted by the school nurse or other designated school personnel if the school district receives (1) a written statement from such physician detailing the method, amount, and time schedules by which such medication is to be taken and (2) a written statement from the parent or guardian of the pupil indicating the desire that the school district assist the pupil in the matters set forth in the physician's statement. 

49423.5.

  (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 49422, any individual with exceptional needs who requires specialized physical health care services, during the regular school day, may be assisted by the following individuals:

   (1) Qualified persons who possess an appropriate credential issued pursuant to Section 44267, or hold a valid certificate of public health nursing issued by the State Department of Health Services; or

   (2) Qualified designated school personnel trained in the administration of specialized physical health care provided they perform such services under the supervision of a school nurse, public health nurse, or licensed physician and surgeon.

   (b) Specialized health care or other services that require medically related training shall be provided pursuant to the procedures prescribed by Section 49423.

   (c) Persons providing specialized physical health care services shall also demonstrate competence in basic cardiopulmonary resuscitation and shall be knowledgeable of the emergency medical resources available in the community in which the services are performed. 

   (d) "Specialized physical health care services" as used in this section include catheterization, gavage feeding, suctioning, or other services that require medically related training.

   (e) Regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this section shall be developed jointly by the State Department of Education and the State Department of Health Services, and adopted by the State Board of Education.

49400. 

 The governing board of any school district shall give diligent care to the health and physical development of pupils, and may employ properly certified persons for the work.
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§3051.12. Health and Nursing Services.

    (a) Health and nursing services may include:

    (1) Providing services by qualified personnel.

    (2) Managing the individual's health problems on the school site.

    (3) Consulting with pupils, parents, teachers, and other personnel.

    (4) Group and individual counseling with parents and pupils regarding health problems.

    (5) Maintaining communication with health agencies providing care to individuals.

   (b) Specialized physical health care may be provided as described in Education Code Section49423.5.

    (1) Definitions.

   (A) Specialized physical health care services means those health services prescribed by the child's licensed physician and surgeon requiring medically related training for the individual who performs  the services and which are necessary during the school day to enable the child to attend school.

   (B) Standardized procedures means protocols and procedures developed through collaboration among school or hospital administrators and health professionals, including licensed physicians and surgeons and nurses, to be utilized in the provision of the specialized physical health care services.

   (C) Qualified means ability to demonstrate competence in Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation, current knowledge of community emergency medical resources, and skill in the use of equipment and performance of techniques necessary to provide specialized physical health care services for individuals with exceptional needs. In addition:

   1. “Qualified” for the professional school or public health nurse or licensed physician and surgeon shall mean trained in the procedures to a level of competence and safety which meets the objectives of the training.

   2. “Qualified” for the designated school personnel shall mean trained in the procedures to a level of competence and safety which meets the objectives of the training as provided by the school nurse, public health nurse, licensed physician and surgeon, or other programs which provide the training.

   (D) Supervision means review, observation, and/or instruction of a designated school person's performance and of physical health care services, but does not necessarily require the immediate presence of the supervisor at all times.

   1. Immediate supervision means that the supervisor shall be physically present while a procedure is being administered.

   2. Direct supervision means that the supervisor shall be present in the same building as the person being supervised and available for consultation and/or assistance.

   3. Indirect supervision means that the supervisor shall be available to the qualified designated school person either in person or through electronic means to provide necessary instruction, consultation, and referral to appropriate care and services as needed. Supervision of designated school persons shall include review on-site by a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, or qualified licensed physician and surgeon. Supervision shall also include review of the competence of that individual in performing the specialized health care service, maintenance of appropriate records, physical environment, and equipment.

   (E) Training means preparation in the appropriate delivery and skillful performance of specialized physical health care services. In addition:

   1. Medically related training of credentialed school nurses or public health nurses shall be that training in an approved program which may be necessary to update or make current the nurse's  professional skills and knowledge related to meeting pupils' needs for specialized physical health care services.

   2. Medically related training of employed designated school personnel is that training in an approved program in standardized procedures provided by a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, qualified licensed physician and surgeon, or other approved programs to enable the person to provide the specialized physical health care services necessary to enable the child to attend school.

   (F) Competence in Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation means possession of a current valid certificate from an approved program.

    (2) Standards and Staffing.

   (A) Allocation of qualified designated school personnel shall be determined by the amount and type of supervision necessary to this regulation, and also the type and frequency of services needed by students in special classes and centers, and regular instructional settings.

   (B) Approved training for qualified personnel shall be provided in one or more of the following ways:

   1. By a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, or qualified licensed physician and surgeon, as defined in these regulations.

    2. By career and continuing education programs, approved by the appropriate licensing board.

   3. By training programs through public or private medical institutions, i.e., hospitals, public health agencies, Visiting Nurses Associations, and Red Cross.

    (3) Organization and Administration.

   (A) Specific continuing specialized physical health care services required in order for the individual to benefit from special education will be included in the individualized education program. If the parent elects to perform the service during the school day, a waiver shall be signed relieving the school of the responsibility.

   (B) Appropriate accommodations for safety and necessary physical care services for the individual with exceptional needs in the school setting shall be provided by the school. Personal privacy and dignity of an individual with exceptional needs shall be assured.

   (C) The school district shall not be required to purchase medical equipment for an individual pupil. However, the school district, special education local plan area, or county office is responsible for providing other specialized equipment for use at school that is needed to implement the individualized education program.

   (D) In accordance with Education Code Section 49423.5(a)(2), a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, or qualified licensed physician and surgeon responsible for supervising the physical health care of an individual with exceptional needs in the school setting shall:

    1.Coordinate the health care services to the individuals with exceptional needs on the school site.

   2.Consult with appropriate personnel regarding management of health care services for individuals with exceptional needs.

    3.Make appropriate referrals and maintain communication with health agencies providing care to individuals with exceptional needs.

   4.Maintain or review licensed physician and surgeon and parent requests and daily documentation records.

   (E) Written licensed physician and surgeon and parent requests, as well as the specific standardized procedures to be used if physical health care services are provided, shall be maintained for each individual with exceptional needs. Daily documentation of specific services which are provided shall be maintained on a district-approved form which shall include the signatures of the qualified designated school person(s) who performs the procedure.

   1. Any pupil who is required to have specialized physical health care services during the school day, prescribed for him or her by a licensed physician and surgeon, may be assisted by a qualified school nurse, qualified public health nurse, or other qualified school personnel, if the school district receives:

   a. A written statement from the licensed physician and surgeon stating the procedure and time schedules by which such procedures are to be given; and

   b. A written statement from the parent or guardian of the pupil, indicating the desire that the school district assist the pupil in the matters set forth in the licensed physician and surgeon's statement, and granting consent for the delivery of such services. 

   2. This written statement of a licensed physician and surgeon and parent requests and daily documentation shall be maintained in accordance with the requirements of confidentiality of pupil records, and are considered mandatory interim pupil records.

General Information

Definition School Nursing

California Education Code

49426. 

 A school nurse is a registered nurse currently licensed under Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 2700) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code, and who has completed the additional educational requirements for, and possesses a current credential in, school nursing pursuant to Section 44877. School nurses strengthen and facilitate the educational process by improving and protecting the health status of children and by

identification and assistance in the removal or modification of health-related barriers to learning in individual children.  The major focus of school health services is the prevention of illness and disability, and the early detection and correction of health problems.  The school nurse is especially prepared and uniquely qualified in preventive health, health assessment, and referral procedures. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the scope of professional practice or otherwise to change the legal scope of practice for any registered nurse or other licensed healing arts practitioner.  Rather, it is the intent of the Legislature to provide positively for the health services, many of which may be performed in the public schools only by physicians and school nurses.  School

nurses may perform, if authorized by the local governing board, the following services:

   (a) Conduct immunization programs pursuant to Section 49403 and assure that every pupil's immunization status is in compliance with the law, including parental or guardian consent, and good health practice.

   (b) Assess and evaluate the health and developmental status of pupils to identify specific physical disorders and other factors relating to the learning process, communicate with the primary care

provider, and contribute significant information in order to modify the pupils' educational plans.

   (c) Interpret the health and developmental assessment to parents, teachers, administrators, and other professionals directly concerned with the pupil.

   (d) Design and implement a health maintenance plan to meet the individual health needs of the students, incorporating plans directed by a physician.

   (e) Refer the pupil and his or her parent or guardian to appropriate community resources for necessary services.

   (f) Maintain communication with parents and all involved community practitioners and agencies to promote needed treatment and secure reports of findings pertinent to educational planning.

   (g) Interpret medical and nursing findings appropriate to the student's individual educational plan and make recommendations to professional personnel directly involved.

   (h) Consult with, conduct in-service training to, and serve as a resource person to teachers and administrators, and act as a participant in implementing any section or sections of a comprehensive health instruction curriculum for students by providing current scientific information regarding nutrition, preventive dentistry, mental health, genetics, prevention of communicable diseases, self-health care, consumer education, and other areas of health.

   (i) Counsel pupils and parents by:

   (1) Assisting children and youth, parents, and school personnel in identifying and utilizing appropriate and mutually acceptable private and community health delivery services for professional care and remediation of defects.

   (2) Counseling with parents, pupils and school staff regarding health-related attendance problems.

   (3) Helping parents, school personnel and pupils understand and adjust to physical, mental and social limitations.

   (4) Exploring with families and pupils, attitudes, information and values which affect their health behavior.

   (j) Assist parents and pupils to solve financial, transportation and other barriers to needed health services. The holder of a services credential with a specialization in health for a school nurse who also completes the requirements for a special class authorization in health in a program that is approved by the commission is authorized to teach classes on health in a preschool, kindergarten, grades 1 to 12,inclusive, and classes organized primarily for adults.

44267.5.

(a) The minimum requirements for a services credential with a specialization in health for a school nurse are all of the following:

   (1) A baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited

institution.

   (2) A valid California license as a registered nurse.

   (3) One year of coursework beyond the baccalaureate degree in a program approved by the commission.

(b) The period for which a services credential with a specialization in health for a school nurse is valid, shall be as follows:

   (1) For a preliminary credential, pending completion of the one year of coursework beyond the baccalaureate degree in a program approved by the commission, five years.

   (2) For the professional credential, after completion of requirements specified by the commission, five years.

(c) The services credential with a specialization in health for a school nurse shall authorize the holder to perform, at grades 12 and below, the health services approved by the commission and designated

on the credential.

(d) The holder of a services credential with a specialization in health for a school nurse who also completes the requirements for a special class authorization in health in a program that is approved by the commission is authorized to teach classes on health in a preschool, kindergarten, grades 1 to 12, inclusive, and classes organized primarily for adults.

44871. 

The qualifications of supervisors of health shall be as provided in Sections 44873 to 44878, inclusive.

44872. 

For the purposes of Sections 44873 to 44878, inclusive, "standard designated services credential with a specialization in health" and "services credential with a specialization in health" includes a community college health services credential when the service is provided in grades 13 and 14. 

44873.

The qualifications for a physician and surgeon employed to serve on a half-time or greater than half-time basis shall be a valid certificate to practice medicine and surgery issued by the Medical Board of California or Osteopathic Medical Board of California and either a services credential with a specialization in health or a valid credential issued prior to November 23, 1970.  The qualifications for a physician and surgeon employed for less than half time shall be a valid certificate to practice medicine and surgery issued by the Medical Board of California.  Any school district may employ and compensate physicians and surgeons meeting the foregoing qualifications for the performance of medical services for that district and shall provide liability insurance coverage for the period of his or her employment.    As used in this section "medical services" includes, but is not limited to, any medical services required to be performed while required to be in attendance at high school athletic contests or meets.

44874.

The qualifications for a psychologist or social worker are a valid certificate issued by the appropriate California agency authorized by law to certify such persons and a services credential with a specialization in health.  Any school district may employ and compensate psychologists and social workers meeting the foregoing qualifications.

44875.

The qualifications for a dentist are a valid certificate issued by the Board of Dental Examiners and a services credential with a specialization in health or a valid credential issued prior to November 23, 1970.  Any school district may employ and compensate dentists meeting the foregoing qualifications. 

44876. 

 The qualifications for a dental hygienist shall be a valid certificate issued by the Board of Dental Examiners of California and either a health and development credential, a standard designated services credential with a specialization in health, or a services credential with a specialization in health. 

44877. 

 The qualifications for a nurse shall be a valid certificate of registration issued by the Board of Nurse Examiners of the State of California or the California Board of Nursing Education and Nurse Registration and a health and development credential, a standard designated services credential with a specialization in health, or a services credential with a specialization in health.  The services credential with a specialization in health authorizing service as a school nurse shall not authorize teaching services unless the  holder also completes the requirements for a special class authorization in health in a program that is approved by the commission.    On and after January 1, 1981, the qualifications for a nurse shall also include proof satisfactory to the school district that the nurse has acquired training in child abuse and neglect detection. This requirement may be satisfied through participation by the nurse in continuing education activities relating to child abuse and neglect detection and treatment. 

44878. 

 The qualifications for an optometrist are a valid certificate issued by the State Board of Optometry and a services credential with a specialization in health or a credential issued prior to November 23, 1970.  Any school district may employ and compensate optometrists meeting the foregoing qualifications. 

44871. 

 The qualifications of supervisors of health shall be as provided in Sections 44873 to 44878, inclusive. 4878.  The qualifications for an optometrist are a valid certificate issued by the State Board of Optometry and a services credential with a specialization in health or a credential issued prior to November 23, 1970.  Any school district may employ and compensate optometrists meeting the foregoing qualifications. 

44877.

  The qualifications for a nurse shall be a valid certificate of registration issued by the Board of Nurse Examiners of the State of California or the California Board of Nursing Education and Nurse Registration and a health and development credential, a standard designated services credential with a specialization in health, or a services credential with a specialization in health.  The services credential with a specialization in health authorizing service as a school nurse shall not authorize teaching services unless the  holder also completes the requirements for a special class authorization in health in a program that is approved by the commission.    On and after January 1, 1981, the qualifications for a nurse shall also include proof satisfactory to the school district that the nurse has acquired training in child abuse and neglect detection. This requirement may be satisfied through participation by the nurse in continuing education activities relating to child abuse and neglect detection and treatment.

49456.  Report to parents
(a) When a defect other than a visual defect has been noted by the supervisor of health or his assistant, a report shall be made to the parent or guardian of the child, asking the parent or guardian to take such action as will cure or correct the defect.  Such report, if made in writing, shall not include any recommendation suggesting or directing the pupil to a designated individual for the purpose of curing or correcting any defect referred to in the report. 

(b) When a visual defect has been noted by the supervisor of health or his assistant, a report shall be made to the parent or guardian of the child, asking the parent or guardian to take such action as will correct the defect. Such report, if made in writing, must be made on a form prescribed or approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and shall not include therein any recommendation suggesting or directing the pupil to a designated individual or class of practitioner for the purpose of correcting any

defect referred to in the report.

(c) The provisions of this section do not prevent a supervisor of health from recommending in a written report that the child be taken to a public clinic or diagnostic and treatment center operated by a public hospital or by the state, county, or city department of public health.

Special Education

56320. 

 Before any action is taken with respect to the initial placement of an individual with exceptional needs in special education instruction, an individual assessment of the pupil's educational needs shall be conducted, by qualified persons, in accordance with requirements including, but not limited to, all the following:

   (a) Testing and assessment materials and procedures used for the purposes of assessment and placement of individuals with exceptional needs are selected and administered so as not to be racially,

culturally, or sexually discriminatory.

   (b) Tests and other assessment materials meet all the following requirements:

   (1) Are provided and administered in the pupil's primary language or other mode of communication, unless the assessment plan indicates reasons why this provision and administration are not clearly feasible.

   (2) Have been validated for the specific purpose for which they are used.

   (3) Are administered by trained personnel in conformance with the instructions provided by the producer of the tests and other assessment materials, except that individually administered tests of intellectual or emotional functioning shall be administered by a credentialed school psychologist.

   (c) Tests and other assessment materials include those tailored to assess specific areas of educational need and not merely those which are designed to provide a single general intelligence quotient.

   (d) Tests are selected and administered to best ensure that when a test administered to a pupil with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills produces test results that accurately reflect the pupil's aptitude, achievement level, or any other factors the test purports to measure and not the pupil's impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills unless those skills are the factors the test purports to measure.

   (e)  Pursuant to subsection (f) of Section 300.532 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, no single procedure is used as the sole criterion for determining whether a pupil is an individual with exceptional needs and for determining an appropriate educational program for the pupil.

   (f) The pupil is assessed in all areas related to the suspected disability including, if appropriate, health and development, vision, including low vision, hearing, motor abilities, language function, general intelligence, academic performance, communicative status, self-help, orientation and mobility skills, career and vocational abilities and interests, and social and emotional status.  A developmental history is obtained, when appropriate.  For pupils with residual vision, a low vision assessment shall be provided in accordance with guidelines established pursuant to Section 56136.  In assessing each pupil under this article, the assessment shall be conducted in accordance with subsection (h) of Section 300.532 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

   (g) The assessment of a pupil, including the assessment of a pupil with a suspected low incidence disability, shall be conducted by persons knowledgeable of that disability.  Special attention shall be given to the unique educational needs, including, but not limited to, skills and the need for specialized services, materials, and equipment consistent with guidelines established pursuant to Section 56136.

   (h) As part of an initial assessment, if appropriate, and as part of any reassessment under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) and this part, the group that includes members of the individualized education program team, and other qualified professionals, as appropriate, shall follow the procedures specified in subsection (a) of Section 300.533 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  The group may conduct its review without a meeting.

56324.  

   (b) Any health assessment of pupils shall be made in accordance with Section 56320 and shall be conducted by a credentialed school nurse or physician who is trained and prepared to assess cultural and ethnic factors appropriate to the pupil being assessed.

Employee TB Tests

49406. 

 (a) Except as provided in subdivision (h), no person shall be initially employed by a school district in a certificated or classified position unless the person has submitted to an examination within the past 60 days to determine  that he or she is free of active tuberculosis, by a physician and surgeon licensed under Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 2000) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code.  This examination shall consist of an approved intradermal tuberculin test, which, if positive, shall be followed by an X-ray of the lungs. The X-ray film may be taken by a competent and qualified X-ray technician if the X-ray film is subsequently interpreted by a physician and surgeon licensed under Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 2000) of Division 2 of the Business and Professions Code.  The district superintendent or his or her designee may exempt, for a period not to exceed 60 days following termination of the pregnancy, a pregnant employee from the requirement that a positive intradermal tuberculin test be followed by an X-ray of the lungs.

(b) Thereafter, employees who are skin test negative shall be required to undergo the foregoing examination at least once each four years or more often if directed by the governing board upon recommendation of the local health officer for so long as the employee remains skin test negative.  Once an employee has a documented positive skin test which has been followed by an X-ray, the foregoing examination is no longer required and a referral shall be made within 30 days of completion of the examination to the local health officer to determine the need for followup care.

(c) After the examination, each employee shall cause to be on file with the district superintendent of schools a certificate from the examining physician and surgeon showing the employee was examined and found free from active tuberculosis.  The county board of education may require, by rule, that all their certificates be filed in the office of the county superintendent of schools or shall require their files be maintained in the office of the county superintendent of schools if a majority of the governing boards of the districts within the county so petition the county board of education, except that in either case a district or districts with a common board having an average daily attendance of 60,000 or more may elect to maintain the files for its employees in that district.  "Certificate," as used in this section, means a certificate signed by the examining physician and surgeon or a notice from a public health agency or unit of the American Lung Association which indicates freedom from active tuberculosis.  The latter, regardless of form, will constitute evidence of compliance with this section.  Nothing in this section shall prevent the governing board, upon recommendation of the local health officer, from establishing a rule requiring a more extensive or more frequent physical examination than required by this section, but the rule shall provide for reimbursement on the same basis as required in this section.

(d) This examination is a condition of initial employment and the expense incident thereto shall be borne by the applicant unless otherwise provided by rules of the governing board.  However, the board may, if an applicant is accepted for employment, reimburse that person in a like manner prescribed in this section for employees.

(e) The governing board of each district shall reimburse the employee for the  cost, if any, of this examination.  The board may provide for the examination required by this section or may establish a reasonable fee for the examination that is reimbursable to employees of the district complying with the provisions of this section.

(f) At the discretion of the governing board, this section shall not apply to those employees not requiring certification qualifications who are employed for any period of time less than a school year whose functions do not require frequent or prolonged contact with pupils.    The governing board may, however, require an examination described in subdivision (2) and may, as a contract condition, require the examination of persons employed under contract, other than those persons specified in subdivision (a), if the board believes the presence of these persons in and around school premises would constitute a health hazard to pupils.

g) If the governing board of a school district determines by resolution, after hearing, that the health of pupils in the district would not be jeopardized thereby, this section shall not apply to any employee of the district who files an affidavit stating that he or she adheres to the faith or teachings of any well-recognized religious sect, denomination, or organization and in accordance with its creed, tenets, or principles depends for healing upon prayer in the practice of religion and that to the best of his or her knowledge and  belief he or she is free from active tuberculosis.  If at any time there should be probable cause to believe that the affiant is afflicted with active tuberculosis, he or she may be excluded from service until the governing board of the employing district is satisfied that he or she is not so afflicted.

(h) A person who transfers his or her employment from one school or school district to another shall be deemed to meet the requirements of subdivision (a) if that person can produce a certificate which shows that he or she was examined within the past four years and was found to be free of communicable tuberculosis, or if it is verified by the school previously employing him or her that it has a certificate on file which contains that showing. A person who transfers his or her employment from a private or parochial elementary school, secondary school, or nursery school to a school or school district subject to this section shall be deemed to meet the requirements of subdivision 

(a) if that person can produce a certificate as provided for in Section 3450 of the Health and

Safety Code which shows that he or she was examined within the past four years and was found to be free of communicable tuberculosis, or if it is verified by the school previously employing him or her that it has a certificate on file which contains that showing.

(i) Any governing board or county superintendent of schools providing for the transportation of pupils under contract authorized by Section 39800, 39801, or any other provision of law shall require as a condition of the contract the examination for active tuberculosis, as provided by subdivision 

(a), of all drivers transporting these pupils, provided that private contracted drivers who transport these pupils on an infrequent basis, not to exceed once a month, shall be excluded from this requirement.
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